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Historical Perspectives

• History of Race Relation Issues in Nova 
Scotia;

• Kirk Johnson’s personal and professional 
background.

• Kirk’s personal experience with Police- 
Previously stopped 28 times during a 
cumulative three month period;

• Driving “while black”.



Events of April 12 & 13, 1998

• April 12, 1998- Earl Fraser and Kirk 
Johnson were stopped in Kirk’s 1993 
Mustang. Major police response - up to 10 
vehicles.  Earl charged with driving without 
registration and insurance and the vehicle 
towed away in front of a large crowd;

• April 13, 1998- vehicle released and 
charges dropped.



Kirk and 1993 Mustang with 
Windows Tinted



Kirk pointing at registration



Close up of registration



Kirk’s Insurance 



Nova Scotia Police Act Complaint

• April 15, 1998- complaint made.  Sergeant Bell 
calls father-in-law in Texas;

• April 18, 1998- meeting with Johnson and 
reimbursement of towing charges of $69.00;

• May 28, 1998- report received from Const. 
Sanford;

• June 2, 1998- finding that Const. Sanford did not 
commit a disciplinary default and complaint un- 
sustained;

• Review findings



Civil Litigation

• April 9, 1999- action started against HRM;
• Action lapsed



Human Rights

• December 14, 1998- complaint laid 
against Const. Sanford and HRM;

• May 2, 2002- Board of Inquiry appointed;
• August/September 2003- Human Rights 

Hearing;
• December 22, 2003, Board of Inquiry 

findings of discrimination.  Not Appealed;
• May 28, 2004- decision on Costs followed 

by Appeal.



Comments of Board of Inquiry 
Re: Police Complaints Process

• First place for attempted redress;
• Informal resolution process derailed;
• System governed by bureaucratic 

imperatives and protection of employment 
rights of unionized police;

• Complaints Process should be truly 
responsive;

• “A tragic lost opportunity.”



Impact on Kirk Johnson and Family

• Financial
• Career
• Emotional
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